
of his “State of the County” 
report to the Taylor County 
Commission in late 
November, the total calls 
had grown to 747 by the 
end of the month.

“Fire-Rescue is an all-
hazard agency,” Cassel told 
the commission. “That’s 
why we don’t really use 
‘fire department’ anymore, 
because it’s not just fire. 
We deal with hurricanes, 
tornadoes, flooding. If you 
have EMS calls, we assist 
EMS. Car accidents, we do 
that. Anything else you can 
think of to call 911, they’re 
probably going to send the 
fire department.

“We’re the Swiss Army 
knife of the public safety 
word,” he said. “If you 
don’t know who to send, 
send the fire department. 
They’ll figure it out or call 
somebody else.

“We had 687 calls as of 
Nov. 1,” Cassel said. “I’m 
really expecting that to 
break 800 this year with the 
way we’re trending right 
now.”

Of the 687 calls included 
in Cassel’s report, 98 
were brush fires, 48 were 
structure fires, 34 were 
vehicle fires, 66 were fire 
alarms/investigations, 107 
were vehicle wrecks (with 
no fire involved), 211 
were medical responses 
and 126 were hazardous 
material, technical service 
or miscellaneous.

“When you see that 
breakdown, our EMS calls 
were 211, which seems like 
a pretty big number,” Cassel 
said. “But, when you look 

at the overall, that’s about 
a third of our call volume. 
Most fire departments these 
days are running probably 
80-90% EMS calls. So, 
the fact that our EMS calls 
are only a third of ours, we 
really stand out from most 
fire departments.

“When you look at our 
structure fires and look at all 
fire departments in the state, 
we are pretty far up there on 
our structure fire numbers, 
believe it or not,” he said. 
“Obviously, the Miami-
Dades and Tallahassees are 
way far away from us, but 
we are night and day higher 
than most fire departments 
in the state.”

“Why is that?” 
Commissioner Pam Feagle 
asked.

“I don’t know,” Cassel 
said, although he added 
it could be the number of 
aging homes in the county 
since there has been less 
new construction recently 
(based on an earlier “State 
of the County” report from 
the Building and Planning 
Department).

“Last year, our total 
responses were 646 calls on 
the year,” he said. “So, as 
of Nov. 1, we had already 
beaten that one. As of today, 
we’ve really beaten it. And, 
by the end of December, 
we’re going to beat it into 
the dirt.

“That’s been kind of a 
steady rise,” Cassel said. 
“The year before last, we 
were just over 700 calls. 
Last year took a bit of a 
downtick. We’ve seen that. 
We’ll come up a year, then 
we’ll go down. Then we’ll 
come up even higher.”

Cassel noted that while 

the call volume has 
increased this year, through 
Nov. 1 they had been able 
to reduce their response 
times, with an county-wide 
average of 7.89 minutes -- 
down from 8.32 minutes in 
2021.

“A lot of that is sheer 
luck that they’re not farther 
away,” he said. “But, 
another big part of that is, 
we have been short-staffed 
for awhile, and knowing 
that and knowing that the 
faster we can get on fires, 
the smaller we can keep 
them, we really push on our 
guys, there is no delay, you 
get up, you get going and 
we’ll figure it out when you 
get there.”

According to Cassel, the 
national average response 
time for a rural area like 
Taylor County is around 10 
minutes.

As for Fire-Rescue’s 
7.89-minute average, 
Cassel said, “When you’re 
looking at a 1,200-square-
mile county, I’m proud of 
that.”

Cassel said the response 
time is based on the time the 
first responding personnel 
is on the scene, whether that 
is paid staff or volunteers.

“Our volunteers are 
Taylor County Fire-
Rescue,” he said.

Taylor County is broken 
down into six fire zones, 
and Cassel provided call 
numbers and average 
response times for each 
zone (see map).

On the zone level, 
Zones 2 and 3, which are 
west and east of Perry, the 
average response times 
were 8.44 minutes (159 
calls) and 7.82 minutes 

(131 calls). Zone 4, which 
includes the Econfina area, 
had the longest average at 
20.23 minutes (16 calls). 
Zone 6, which includes 
the Beaches area, had an 
average of 7 minutes (149 
calls), while Zone 7, which 
includes Steinhatchee, had 
an average of 6.92 minutes 
(160 calls). Zone 8, which 
includes Shady Grove, had 
an average of 14.99 minutes 
(39 calls).

Cassel noted that the 
prospect of a new Station #2 
north of Perry, for which the 
county received $580,000 
from the Florida legislature 
in 2021, will help reduce 
the response times for calls 
in the northern portion 
of the county once it is 
constructed and staffed.

Cassel added that due to 
the amount of employee 
turnover, they were working 
with staff to make sure they 
know the areas they are 
serving.

“We’re working on 
getting CAD software in 
our trucks, which helps 
with the mapping, which 
helps us get to everything. 
It automatically puts it up 
there, so as soon as they get 
dispatched, they just have 
to hit a button, and it says 
here is where you are going. 
All of the information they 
need will be there.”

Cassel added he hoped 
to have CAD software 
implemented by the end of 
the year.

While call numbers are 
up, Cassel said there has not 
been a single zone or single 
call type that has driven the 
increase.

“Everything organically 
grew across the board,” he 

said. “All of the different 
call types to all of the 
districts, all of it grew.”

The lone exception was 
a small spike in brush fires 
early in 2022 due to drier 
weather as a result of La 
Nina.

Likewise, the reduction 
in average response times is 
also down across all of the 
districts.

“Usually when you see 
a spike in call volume, 
something has to give with 
it,” Cassel said. “The fact 
that our response times 
were not hurt because of 
the increase in call volume, 
kind of surprised me when 
I ran those numbers. I was 
not expecting that.”

As for personnel, Cassel 
said they have been two 
employees short of fully 
staffed for “a good time 
now.”

“We’ve had one or two 
people come, then we lose 
(others),” he said.

According to Cassel, one 
issue facing TCFR is the fact 
that fire academies across 
the state were closed during 
the height of COVID-19, 
which has resulted in a 
lack of applicants for open 
positions, not only here, but 
for departments all around 
Florida.

As for the applicants 
that are available, they are 
getting hired by the larger 
departments, and even there 
the number of applicants 
are much lower than before 
COVID, he said.

“They’ll have 20 
openings, and they’ll 
get 20 applicants, which 
is absurd,” Cassel said. 
“Tallahassee used to get 
200 to 300 applicants every 
time they opened it up. 
They’re not getting those 
numbers anymore.” 

“It’ll get better, but 
we’re going to have to 
ride through a bit of storm 
there,” he said.
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO
REGISTER FICTITIOUS NAME

Notice is hereby given that Kristin 
Croy Skipper, owner, desiring to 
engage in business under the 
fictitious name of Skipper Soaps, 
located at PO Box 214, Steinhatchee, 
Florida 32359, intends to register 
said name in Taylor County with the
Division of Corporations, Florida 
Department of State, pursuant 
tosection 865.09 of the Florida 
Statutes. The extent of ownership 
is:
Kristin Croy Skipper (100%).

INVITATION TO BID
The City of Perry is soliciting bids 
for a 2023 Utility Vehicle. For more 
information regarding this bid visit 
the City of Perry website:  www.
cityofperry.net or contact Ms. 
Duckworth at (850) 584-2189.
Taylor Brown, City Manager  
Shirley Hampton, City Mayor

INVITATION TO BID
The City of Perry is soliciting bids 
for a Commercial Grade Zero 
Turn Mower. For more information 
regarding this bid visit the City of 
Perry website:  www.cityofperry.net 
or contact Ms. Duckworth at (850) 

584-2189.
Taylor Brown, City Manager  
Shirley Hampton, City Mayor

INVITATION TO BID
The City of Perry is soliciting bids 
for a 2023 Backhoe Loader. For 
more information regarding this 
bid visit the City of Perry website:  
www.cityofperry.net or contact Ms. 
Duckworth at (850) 584-2189.
Taylor Brown, City Manager  
Shirley Hampton, City Mayor

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, THAT 

THE TAYLOR COUNTY BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS   WILL 
HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING TUESDAY 
JANAURY 3, 2023 AT 6:00 PM 
TO RECEIVE PUBLIC INPUT AND 
NOTIFY THE   PUBLIC OF THE 
POSSIBLE GRANT SUBMISSION 
OF TWO APPLICATIONS BY THE 
TAYLOR COUNTY BOARD    OF 
COMMISSIONERS TO FLORIDA 
DEPARTMENT OF  TRANSPORTATION, 
TRANSPORTATION   ALTERNATIVES 
PROGRAM (TAP) FOR THE 2029 
FUNDING CYCLE.  THE BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS INTENDS TO 
SUBMIT   A GRANT APPLICATION FOR 
A SIDEWALK TO BE CONSTRUCTED 
ALONG U.S. 221 FROM ASH 
STREET TO APPROXIMATELY 
GRAVES DRIVE IN.  THE SECOND 

GRANT APPLICATION WILL BE THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A SIDEWALK  
FROM THE   HIGH SCHOOL ALONG 
JOHNSON STRIPING AND ASH 
STREET TO JEFFERSON STREET 
TO CONNECT WITH THE EXISTING 
SIDEWALK ON   ASH STREET.                

ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE 
WELCOME TO ATTEND. NOTICE IS 
FURTHER HEREBY GIVEN PURSUANT 
TO   FLORIDA STATUTE 286.0105, 
THAT ANY PERSON OR PERSONS 
DECIDING TO APPEAL ANY MATTER 
CONSIDERED AT THIS   MEETING 
WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE 
HEARING AND MAY NEED TO 
ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD 
OF THE PROCEEDINGS IS MADE, 
WHICH RECORD INCLUDES THE 
TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON 
WHICH THE APPEAL  IS TO BE BASED 
THE PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD 
AT THE TAYLOR COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS MEETING ROOM, 
201 E. GREEN STREET PERRY, 
FLORIDA  32347.    A CONFERENCE 
LINE WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE   FOR 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT 1-917-
900-1022 ACCESS CODE 32347#.  
THIS IS NOT A TOLL-FREE NUMBER 
AND YOU MAY BE SUBJECT TO LONG 
DISTANCE CHARGES, ACCORDING 
TO YOUR LONG DISTANCE PLAN.   

ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THIS 
MATTER SHOULD BE GOVERNED BY 
THIS PUBLIC NOTICE BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TAYLOR 

COUNTY, FLORIDA.  

(Continued from page 10)

F LO R IDA 
STATEWIDE

CLASSIFIEDS

HEALTH
VIAGRA OR CIALIS 100 
PILLS - $99/ 6 ASTHMA 
INHALERS - $105. 
FREE SHIPPING. OVER 
100 MEDS AVAILABLE. 
S A T I S F A C T I O N 
GUARANTEED USA STAY 
HEALTHY.COM | 888-424-
4908.

EDUCATION
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING! 
Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI! 
Get Trained, Certified & 
ready to work in months! 
Call 855-738-9684. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET). Computer 

with internet is required.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SERVICE

BCI Walk In Tubs are now 
on SALE! Be one of he first 
50 callers and save $1,500. 
CALL 888-687-0415 for a 
free in-home consultation.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SERVICE 

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make 
it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional 
installation. Top quality 
- Made in the USA. Call 
for free consultation: 866-
636-1910. Ask about our 
specials!

OTHER
DONATE YOUR VEHICLE 
to fund the SEARCH FOR 
MISSING CHILDREN. FAST 
FREE PICKUP. 24 hour 
response. Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction 
and No Emission Test 
Required! Call 24/7: 866-

471-2576.

TRAVEL
DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. 
Call Flight Services for 
best pricing on domestic & 
international flights inside 
and from the US. Serving 
United, Delta, American & 
Southwest and many more 
airlines. Call for free quote 
now! Have travel dates 
ready! 866-245-7709.

MEDICAL
Attention: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! A cheaper 
alternative to high drug 
store prices! 50 Pill 
Special-Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
866-259-6816.

HOME IMPROVEMENT/
SERVICE

BEAUTIFUL BATH 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Superior 
quality bath and shower 
systems at AFFORDABLE 
PRICES! Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Call 
Now! 888-460-2264.

RECORD NUMBER
Continued from page 1

Despite more calls, response times reduced in 2022

Only a handful of spots remain for the 18th annual 
Breakfast with Santa. 

The event, limited to 300 spots, will be held Saturday, 
Dec. 10, at the Perry Elks Lodge. Serving will begin at 
8:40 a.m. and continue through 11 a.m. 

Registration forms are available at local schools and 
day care centers. 

Completed forms should be returned to Ragans Ace 
Hardware.

Breakfast with Santa  
is Saturday morning


